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North by Northwest

Hitchcock
Storyboard

For “Crop Duster” Scene
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The Storyboard

• The Storyboard is an essential component 
in the creation of a film.

• Like a Blueprint or plan for shooting
• Derived directly from the Script by the 

Director
• Provides EVERYONE with important 

information about each scene and shot
• Even the movement of the actors is 

described
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Why use a Storyboard
• Maintains Continuity 

– Enables us to shoot scenes out of sequence
– Minimizes continuity errors

• Enables all members of crew to prepare
• Costumes are prepared
• Actors can rehearse
• Lighting can be selected and placed
• Props are prepared
• Extras are hired and rehearsed
• Camera equipment is obtained, etc.



5

Storyboard and Editing

• A well prepared storyboard instructors the 
editor with exactly the sequence of shots 
to use

• In our example, Hitchcock has provided 
the time of each shot to the second

• He also indicates the type of shot to use



6

A Storyboard is Essential

• A Well conceived storyboard enables you 
to plan and to simplify your film.

• It’s easier to discard a scene before 
shooting

• It enables a producer to understand the 
intent of the director

• It will SAVE YOU TIME
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North by Northwest
• Ernest Lehman’s shooting script
• Hitchcock’s Storyboard for Crop Duster 

scene
• Then we’ll watch the scene to determine 

how close the Storyboard matches the 
resulting film.

• We can show the film after the recitation 
(1:31 duration) or make available in Lab

• This is Cary Grant’s LAST Hitchcock Film
• This scene occurs at 1:03 of the film and 

runs for 9 minutes
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