THE MASQUE OF
THE RED DEATH

Adapted by Adam Prosser
Art by Erik Rangel

Written several years after a global pandemic of cholera had .
decimated populations around the world, this story delivers some
. poetic justice to those who would use their privileged status to
avoid tragedy while dolhg nothing to-save those less fortunate.

Prospero, the hedonistic and selfish protagonist who is
determined to party while the outside world suffers, is unlike many
of Poe’s lead characters in that he is unsympathetic, thoroughly
deserving the grotesque fate that lies in store...
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NEVERMORE

WE ARE NOW ENTERING
DAY 38 OF THE CRISIS,

| THE DISEASE HAS REACHED
EPIDEMIC PROPORTIONS.

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU DO NOT PANIC.

| REPEAT, THE CITIES ARE CONSIDERED SAFE.
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MOST CITIES ON THE WEST COAS'
ARE NOW LINDER GUARANTINE AND
CONSIDERED SAPE, WTH TROCPS

AND CITIZEN DRAFTEES MAINTAINING

THE BORDERS. A REMINDER TO THE
PUBLIC: DO MOT LEAVE URBAN
AREAS, OR YOU Ll MIT

BE ALLONED TO RETURN.




| SYMPTOMS, IT IS WITAL THAT YOU KEEP YOUR

THE SYMPTOMS OF ACLS ARE AS FOLLONS. ONCE
AGAIN, IF YO SEE ANYONE SHOWNG THESE

DISTANCE AND REPORT THEM TC A HEALTH DISPATCH.

IF THERE'S ONE \
THING I'VE LEARNED, IT'S THAT
THE SKY IS NEVER FALLING AS
BADLY A? l‘;HEV SAY
I i

) &
SHaALL PASS. AND IN
THE MEANTIME, | DO NOT
INTEND TO HOLD UP MY é

; ;: UFE'S NORK. _o

oy

THE MOST VISIBLE SYMPTOM IS RED
HAT APPEAR ON THE~
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Lapies AND ) W
GENTLEMEN!
i Tue Miwo Peud)
ARE YOU READY)

TO PARTY LIKE IT'S
J THE END OF THE
WORLD?

i i

bais, | KNOW Hon
INCREDIBLY DULL THESE
Y A\ W, NTROBLCTORY, SPEECHES USUALLY
ARE.. BUT THEN, YOU KNOW

T NOT A DULL GUY!

THIS WEEKEND,
I'M DETERMINED THAT EACH
AND EVERY ONE OF YOU WL HAVE
FUN, HERE AT THE LARGEST COMIC
BOOK AND SF CONVENTION
EVER HELD! ol ey

108
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g b el ; Dow-m‘r THE
WELL, | GUESS NE'RE \
; ELE T = KN COSTUME CONTEST IS
suscepTieLe To THS wive ) R COZIRE CNTES0

OF THING. BUT NC

MATTER! S0..

e 5 MAKE - DONATION CF
ALL IN HERE PARTYING!! e
8 ATS THE MATTER WTH PN THE FROFITS 10
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TO MAKE A
DONATION.
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MY DEAR
IT SEEMS A BIT opP
THAT YOU nouLpb cal
ME FOR NOT CARING WHEN I'M
PRESENTING YOU WTH A
b RATHER SIZABLE CH

S

THIS WEEKEND 1S SUPPOSED 5

TO BE FUN; A LITTLE ESCA
FROM REALITY FOR THESE

! HARD—WORKING P

| THOUGHT You CARED
AsOUT THE SUFFERING PECPLE
- OF THIS COUNTRY!

NCW YOU CAN
&0 GIVE THE VIETIMS
OF THE RED DEATH THAT) /
MONEY IN PERSON. -




THE MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH




NEVERMORE

THAT COSTUME
1S.. IN INCREDIBLY
POOR TASTE.
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NERE
EELING
BECAUSE,
2

OKMMAAY
kel MARTY P IERPN

1S HERE!

16 COSTUME
CONTEST! ==
= THEY SHD NE

ZouULDN'T DO IT. THEY
TAD e SHOULDN'T
- po IT.
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S0, STEP Up,
ONE AND ALL! COME
ON, WHO'S 60T ThHE
N _BEST COSTUME?
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“And Darkness and Decay
and the Red Death held
illimitable dominion over all.”
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